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1.3. ASN.1 CONSTRUCTED TYPES 11

1.3 ASN.1 Constructed Types

1.3.1 The SEQUENCE type

This is an ordered collection of other simple or constructed types. The SEQUENCE
constructed type resembles the C ”struct” statement.

Address ::= SEQUENCE {
-- The apartment number may be omitted
apartmentNumber NumericString OPTIONAL,
streetName PrintableString,
cityName PrintableString,
stateName PrintableString,
-- This one may be omitted too
zipNo NumericString OPTIONAL

}

1.3.2 The SET type

This is a collection of other simple or constructed types. Ordering is not important. The
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-- an array of structures defined in place.
ManyCircles ::= SEQUENCE OF SEQUENCE {

radius INTEGER
}

1.3.5 The SET OF type

The SET OF type models the bag of structures. It resembles the SEQUENCE OF type,
but the order is not important: i.e. the elements may arrive in the order which is not
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Chapter 2

Introduction to the ASN.1
Compiler
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Chapter 3

Quick start

After building and installing the compi9er, theasn1c1
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Overall Options Description

-E Stop after the parsing stage and print the reconstructed
ASN.1 specification code to the standard output.

-F Used together with -E, instructs the compiler to stop after the
ASN.1 syntax tree fixing stage and dump the reconstructed
ASN.1 specification to the standard output.

-P Dump the compiled output to the standard output instead of
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4.3.2 Encoding DER

The Distinguished Encoding Rules is thecanonicalvariant of BER encoding rules. The
DER is best suited to encode the structures where all the lengths are known beforehand.
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}
}

As you see, the DER encoder does not write into some sort of buffer or something.
It just invokes the custom function (possible, multiple times) which would save the
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